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OINCIDENCES In connection
I with the Iroquois fire In

continue to turn up The
Theater Magazine for January Is-

sued almost on the day the fire oc
curred contained an article on theater
conflagrations that must have been
written at least thirty days ahead And
away over In England I unearthed the
subjoined almost prophetic utterance
from the London Stage for Nov fcn

ber 26 last
Theatrical Chicago has recently

ceived a shock consonant upon reports
issuod by the authorities who wore In
vestigating the case of a new theater
which had been built in disregard of the
provisions of the building aot of
city It now appear that out of t
thirtysix theaters in the Western
metropolis only seven are of fireproof
construction Tho report says that
practically every theater In Chicago is
built in direct violation of the building
ordinances

Speaking of London I am wondering
what our managers can Jfjid in Drury
Lanes present pantomime for use over
hero next winter For In Humpty
Dumpty they have appropriated the
following American ideas The Seara
crow and Sammy from the

Wizard of Oz the Tree of Truth from
The Runaways And In the Pale

Moonlight the pretty octotta number
interpolated over here year in Mr
Blue Board and which was being sung
In Chicago at the moment the awful
catastrophe occurred

For the rest the piece de resistance-
In stags pictures of Humpty Dumpty
seems to b a scene undor the sea called
The City of Coral Marie Georges an
American actress of the Ca-

sino is principal girl In the pantomime

Ada Rchan and dtis Skinner
A cordial welcome was extended-

to Ada Rehan and Otis Skinner on their
reappearance In N w York as the

guard of the united shows to
borrow a circus term which Is to be
followed up next season by Sothern and
Julia Marlowe and possibly later by
Hackott and Mary Mannering

Miss Rehans term as queen of comedy-

at Dalys was measured by Just a score
of years beginning with her appearance
there in 1S7S in the theaters first sea-

son as Nellie Boors In the curtain
to Newport called Loves Young

Dream and ending with her sleep-
walking role in the IBngllsh melodrama

The Groat Ruby which was running-
at the house In June of the year 18W

which saw the famous managers sud-
den death

Her first was Mis-

tress Ford in Tho Merry Wives of
Windsor In 1S86 and the next

In Taming of the Shrew hoi
greatest success perhaps The play
was put on about the middle of January
1887 and ran until the of April

B r third Shakespearean appearance
was the next year as In A MM
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summer Nights Dream and her in-

troduction as Rosalind took place De-

cember 17 M8D her Lady Tazlbin The
School for Scandal following twolv
months

Her first Bftrdof Avon failure
with the offering of Loves Labor

Lost when she was the Princess of
France but was redeemed two years
later by a triumph as VI Ia In Twelfth
Night which London indorsed as heart-
ily as had York

After Mr Dalys death Mies Rehan
did not act for nearly a year when she
made a brief tour in of her old
parts The next winter she uyed the
title role In Paul Kosters Sweet Noll
of Old Drury but Miss Croeman had
already skimmed all the croom off that
character for us In America and th en
gagement soon closed Her present

with Mr Skinner is her first
since

Otis Skinner was last seen in New
York at Hammorsteins Victoria two
years ago as Lanclottp the misshapen
hero In the George H Boker version of
Francesca da Rimini Marcia Van

Dresser now one of the flower maldona
In Parsifal was the Francesco Last
season he presented the dramatized nov
el Lararre which never reached the
metropolis at all

Shakespeare Redivivus
Mr Skinner began his stage career

with Juvenile roles In the Lawrence Bar
rett company and then passed into the
Daly stock This was In the middle
eighties and among the plays in which
he appeared at the Comcdle Francaiso
of America as Dalys was sometimes
called ware A Wooden Spoon Love
on Crutches A Night Off as Harry

The Merry Wives as Mr
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Page The Taming of the Shrew as
Lucontio and A Midsummer Nights
Dream as Lysandor

The revivals of the present Skinner
andRchan engagement Include besides
the Shrew a week each of The Mer-
chant of Venice and The School for
Scandal and are made with the Au
gustiri Daly appointments and versions
George Clarke of the oarl teat Daly
days is in the cast Mr Clarke ap
peared in the first piece Mr Daly
brought out in a theater of his
011 Fifth Avenue on the site of the
present Madison Squarora Robertson
comedy called Play produced August
16 1O

In the old days of 1867 when
plays at the Empire ran for six months
instead of three weeks the leading
actors In them wore apt to grow weary
as hot weather camo on and were quite
ready to relinquish their roles to un
durstudies

This was the case with Viola Allen
and William Favcrsham when Under
tho Red Robe was the bill and June
found the play still stretching out its
term which had begun in the previous

Miss Allens place was taken
by Ida Conquest while the dueling Gil
dQBernult fell to Robert Edeson who
had been in the Empires very first play
The Girl I Left Behind Me
So well did he do the Frenchman in
Under the Red Robe that Oltarlea

Frohman made him the Scottish minis-
ter the next season in Maude Adams
first starring venture

Of his start in stage life Mr Bde on
me himself as follows In 1S06 My

going on the stage was quite accidental
I was engaged the office of Park
Theater Brooklyn Colonel Sinn the
manager was producing a play called
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Fasclriatldn and on the Friday pits
vlous received word that one of the
smaller members of the cast was miss-
Ing on spur of the moment
he my filling the vacant place
and I consented never having
boon on the stage before

Of first performance I remember
very little Howevpr 1 believe I was
not offensive arid was therefore al
lowed to play the week out The fol-

lowing season not being able to come
to terms with Colpnel Sinn J determin-
ed tp adopt the stage as a profession
and was fortunate enough to secure
the Juvenile part In a small traveling
company playing Dalys A Night Off

Then came The Dark Secret In
which the villains and myself were
the only ones allowed to go unwashed
In the tank

Mr Edeson scored his really big hit
with Amelia Bingham In perhaps the
most popular play Clyde Fitch ever
wrote The Climbers Tho next sea
son Mr Edeson resigned twice from
the Bingham company the first time
because he thought the role In the con-

templated Hearts Aflame was be-

neath his dignity and again because he
couldnt have the part of the stuttering

In Lady Margaret which Miss
Bingham assigned to Ferdinand Gotts
chalk

Tho following autumn Edeson made a
big strike starring In the Richard Hard
ing Davis play Soldiers of Fortune
which lasted him two seasons Now
after a brief trial last fall of another
place In which he enacted a
ho has returned to Davis anti hopqs
to duplicate In Ransons Folly tho
longterm triumph of that other semi
mllltary play with Fortune in It
title
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Sandol MHllken has loft the weepy
wlth Maude Adams in The
Sister of Jose to asstSt Mr

Edoson Miss Mllllken comes of a
Southern family and first her

stage ward when cross
Ing the ocean at the age of ten she
met Wilson Barrett on the steamer She
treasured up the Impressions made at
the time and when she had reached
the ago of doing up her hair and letting
down her gowns made bold to call one
day at the theater In Washington
where the Augustin Daly company was
playing

The stage was set for the Shrew
and while waiting for the manager she
was reprimanded by one of his aides for
sitting on the props

Will yoir family allow you to en-
gage with me inquired Mr Daly
after he hail decided to give her a trial-

I didnt think youd take me so I
didnt tell them was Miss Millikens
naive reply

Her first part was the page to Rich
in the Twelfth Night and later

she had one of the minor characters in
The Geisha Alter that she became

soubrette for a season at the Murray
Hill at 40 a week and next she did a
Gladys Wallls part with Crane in his
allure Governor Peter Stuyvesant-
In 1801 she was Jefferson De Angelis

fourth leading woman In A
Rogue and the following year made a
hit In the taking musical comedy The
Liberty Belles Last winter she had
the namo part in Clyde Fitchs brief
lived adaptation from Tho
Bird In the Cage

The Savage Succe e3
Undoubtedly the biggest man In New

York theatricals the year has
Henry W Savage of Itoyon with hla

thoughts turned
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Sultan of Sulu and The Prince of

business tip
by good receipts from Peggy from
Paris and another tenstrike with The
County Chairman Mr Savage Is by
no a stranger to the stageland-
of the

He arrived here first on the afternoon-
of Christmas Day 1897 with his Castle
Square Opera Company presenting The
Queens Lace Handkerchief at the
American Theater House managers in
Gotham hearing of his bIg strike with
they famous musical organization in Bos
ton and Philadelphia had long been
trying to induce him to try his fortunes
in Manhattan One deal with a man
ager who is more noted for building
theaters thin for his skill in directing
them was almost concluded but the
manager in question had so much to say
about the manner of conducting the

that Mr Savage put on his
hat My dear sir he sold I dont
see what reed you have of the Castle
Square people Why dont you form a

of your
Finally Mr Savage settled on the

American and for three seasons he did
a splendid business there bringing to the
front such clever comedians as Frank
Moalan and Raymond Hitchcock and

donnas like Grace Golden the
late Lizzie Nacniohol Yvonne de Tre-

vllle now singing abroad and Maud
Lillian BerrL

The enterprise was so successful
that there seemed to be no reason

why It should not win out on still
broader lines A partnership was form

with Grau and on October
I 1900 tho Metropolitan English Opera
Company a at the
Metropolitan C jjjp1 House with a

of Pwast
But the Voices of the singers failed to

fill the great auditorium the hardest to
sing in the world around although
the orchestra chairs were scaled down
to 2 each the public did nqt seem to
care to pay this to hear people they

could have heard at the Ameri
can previously and some of whom they
had Jieard there for 1

The fall term was carried out the
Metropolitan as planned but the com-
pany closed Its road tour in

about New Year t

The outcome was a groat disappoint
mont to Mr Savage as the scheme wnsy
a particular pet of his but happily he Is
a man of Independent fortune so he
able to stand the financial loss

He centered his attention on his Cas
tie Square troupes In the West devoting
special attention to Chicago and St
Louis

The Ade Comedies
While in Chicago he became Interest-

ed In original musical talent there and
after noting the success of The Burgo
master by Pixley and Luders bought
from them their next work King
Dodo This his first essay in tho mu-
sical comedy field proved immensely
remunerative and he determined
it again

This time he toll In with no loss a
person than the fable man George Ade
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thought the Philippines a good sub
lect to Juggle with to ragtime tunes

Go ah d sId Mr Savage pay

A man who vfemldnt want to
emulate Mozart in wrlting ndylng mel
odlesatthe expenseof ear ones
was found to provide the score an d The
Sultan of Sulu resulted VJ3
brought out in Chicago last spring
proved awinner there and in New York
carried everything before it

Meantime dNxley Lifters were
ready with another venture The Prince
of Pllsen and this Mr Savage put for-
ward In Boston with no break in his
chain of good luck

And the end was not yet George Ade
became so fascinated with the new work
that he turned out another book found
a new man for his composer and the
outcome Mr Savage launched in Chi
cago in February as Peggy From
Paris With this he made still another
ten strike Meantime his Castle Square
Opera Company has been successfully
touring the land while The Yankee
Consul soon to be heard In New York
Is reaping a fortune In the provinces
Surely this is a wonderful record for a
manager in a hard luck theatrical sea-
son like this

A beauty of the Savage is the
more equal division ol the work than in
the organizations with stars where ev-

erything is made to revolve around the
one hub

And if that hub chances to be odious
to certain members of tIe audience a
tiresome evening is the result and a
report of the performance is given that
Is not likely to send any of that persons
friends scurrying to the box office

CASABIANCA UP TO DATE-

A group of commuters stood around
the forward doors of the smoking cabin
on a Pennsylvania Railroad ferryboat
one morning last week as the craft

opped her way through the Ice on
Vt stormswept river It was a tight
yOl worth looking at but th morning

otfbitterljr cold that deck
hands sought the shelter of the tabln
The only occupant lower deck
was a lad who pulled his sofi hat
around his ears and clung Jtothe rail
admiring the fun of the gale Neither

f the dozen or more men in the roup
looking at him had ever spoken to one
another in their Jives Suddenly a young
man as if lost In thought took his
cigar from his HDS and exclaimed

The bey stood on the freezing deck
The others looked at him In astonish

mont but one of them as If to show his
familiarity with the classics contliued

Whence all but Ite bal Bed

TJiera was a general giggle but the
became Said

tan with a big beard
If out another mom

j d this was followed up with

i a youth who looked like an office

cateb hit death of roll that
larked a paternal looking

Ho may lw vaiy HI

Unuod another

comment of a man who looked
hough Tie was one
And dad will foot the bill

owCully remarked a man who looked

Where another feol like that
Uie query of a man who had Just

lOtLthu group
Alit cchjp answers where

fly Jove the kid Boa lost Ufa bat
the general chorus Just th64 thewas pushed violently enon andthe youngster came In to finish his own

sonnet with
Gcc whhe Its cold out there
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